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MATERNAL SIDE / FA'AHI 'A E FA'E

FAHU - HIGHEST RITUAL RANK ('EIKI)

Father's eldest sister
Recipient of honour & koloa

Sacred / ritual status

VA FAKAFAMILI

NGAFA FATONGIA 'O E KAU LIONGI

Children of the Fahu's brothers
Care, service and responsibilities toward the Fahu

VA 'O E TUOFEFINE MO E TUONGA'ANE

TUOFEFINE - SISTER

Sister holds higher relational rank
Respect within the sibling relationship

TUONGA'ANE - BROTHER

Provides, protects and respects
within the sibling relationship

STRUCTURAL AUTHORITY & DUTY

'ULUMOTU'A - EXTENDED FAMILY CHIEF

Protector of family land
Organises family / community duties

PATERNAL SIDE / FA'AHI 'A E TAMAI

CORE LESSON FOR YOUTH: True Faka'apa'apa (Respect) is maintaining the sacred balance between Ritual
Status (Fahu) and Family Duty ('Ulumotu'a).



THE SACRED GRID ACROSS GENERATIONS
Official SPC population data meets an Indigenous relational framework

Tonga's population movement, 1990-2025
Estimated mid-year population | Pacific Community (SPC) / Pacific Data Hub

1990: 99,733

2011: 107,611 (series peak)

2025: 103,972
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What the data shows

The SPC series rises from 99,733 in 1990 to a peak of 107,611 in 2011, then declines to 103,972 in 2025. The
dataset measures population size; it does not measure Fahu, Faka'apa'apa, kinship obligations, or cultural
continuity.

The Indigenous question

When population changes, does the Sacred Grid change - or does it
travel with the people?

The demographic line moves across time. The Sacred Grid offers a relational lens for asking how respect, rank,
duty, and kinship are carried across generations and changing communities. This is an interpretive question, not a
causal claim made by the population dataset.

POPULATION CHANGES. RELATIONSHIPS ENDURE.

A dialogue between demographic evidence and the relational knowledge of Faka Tonga.

Source: Pacific Community (SPC), NMDI Population dataset, indicator NMDI0001, estimated mid-year population; data file supplied for the Pacific
Dataviz Challenge 2026.



