Long before instruments, Pacific navigators read the ocean

Fifty-six meteorological stations are all that watch an
I H E N Ev E N EY E ocean spanning eighteen nations and territories, and itself: a star compass with no physical form, its points
more than half of them belong to just five places. These radiating from wherever the navigator stood, guided only
instruments are the Pacific's only defense against a sea by stars, swells, and memory passed down for generations.
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The year that country's
first meteorological station
appears in the data.

Each country's share of
the Pacific's 56 active
stations.
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CLIMATE PRESSURE vs OBSERVATION
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Data compiled from the Pacific Community (SPC) Pacific Data Hub, the region'’s official statistical repository, using four dataflows: Meteorological Monitoring Network (DF_METEO_MONITOR_NET), Population (DF_NMDI_POP), Sea-Level Anomaly (DF_CLIMATE_CHANGE), and Disaster Impact (DF_SDG_11). All figures reflect the most recent data

available in the compiled datasets as of 2026.



