
PACIFIC DATAVIZ CHALLENGE 2026  · STATIC DATAVIZ · Author Aliaksandra Shymanskaya

A pop-up postcard on Pacific tourism and climate change

Wish you were here...Wish you were here...Wish you were here...
...sustainably...sustainably...sustainably

This data visualization was designed as a physical, printed pop-up postcard. Because
the physical object itself cannot be uploaded to the online entry form, this PDF brings
together everything needed to judge and, if desired, reproduce it: the data design
(pages 3-4), photographs of the finished postcard (page 5), the print-ready artwork
(pages 7-8), the folding and cutting instructions (pages 10-13). A physical paper copy
was sent on August 7th, 2026, to the Statistics division in Noumea, in the hope it arrives
in time and sparks curiosity among judges and organizers. 

About this submission



The Concept
Tourism is one of the Pacific's most important economic engines, but it is also one of
the region's biggest climate exposures. Tourism has fueled growth and livelihoods,
but it also carries a climate cost: across the region, tourism emits more CO2e per
dollar of GDP than the wider economy, indirectly contributing to coral reef loss, sea
warming, and saltwater intrusion. Thus, a paradox arises: visitors traveling thousands
of kilometers to marvel at the natural beauty are contributing to the destruction of
the same beauty. 

'Wish You Were Here... Sustainably'  takes the form of a travel postcard. When
opened, it becomes a pop-up: a format usually reserved for souvenirs, repurposed
here to hold an ambiguous message. The outer postcard shows the twenty-year rise,
COVID-era collapse, and rebound of tourist arrivals across the Pacific. Opening it
triggers a pop-up bar chart comparing each destination's tourism carbon intensity
with that of its wider economy, alongside the share of women and youth whose jobs
depend on the sector. The physical act of folding and unfolding mirrors the tension
in the data: tourism's growth and its footprint rise together. The back describes the
real actions the island nations take to fight the effects of tourism-induced climate
change. 

A postcard is the classic artifact of tourism itself: something a visitor sends home to
say 'wish you were here.' Turning it into a pop-up forces the reader to physically
participate in revealing the data.

Why a pop-up postcard

Data sources

- Tourist arrivals, 2005-2024: Pacific Data Hub, Climate Change Indicators

(stats.pacificdata.org)

- Tourism carbon intensity & workforce composition: World Travel & Tourism Council

(WTTC), 2024 reports (researchhub.wttc.org)

- Additional context: South Pacific Islands Travel (southpacificislands.travel)



the front panel

the back panel



Inside panel with a pop-up mechanism



Photographs of the printed postcard



The following two pages form a single double-
sided A4 sheet: 

print one page on the front (p.7) and the other
on the back (p.8) of the same sheet. 

Then fold and cut it according to the
instructions on pages 10–13.
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Other goals for sustainable tourism by 2030:
 Resilient and prosperous tourism economies
Thriving & Inclusive Communities
Visible & Valued Cultures
Healthy Islands & Oceans

Data sources: 
Climate Change Indicators: Tourism Arrivals, stats.pacificdata.org
World Travel & Tourism Council (W

TTC), reports for 2024,
https://researchhub.w

ttc.org/
southpacificislands.travel

Data design by aliaksandra Shymanskaya
for pacific dataviz challenge 2026
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Overtourism harms the environment, with transportation as a main contributor.

But losing tourism altogether would cost women and youth who work in travel &

tourism their jobs.
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These four pages show the print-ready data viz with
assembly markings. 

1) Cut out the pop-up part in the 'inside panel left /
inside panel right' insert along the marked cut lines

and fold it as shown in the photograph. 

2) Open the folded cover flat and glue the insert's top
and bottom flaps (not the cut-out stripes) to the inside
face of the front cover panel (the surface visible when

the card is open) — not the printed back-cover side.

3) That’s it, the card is done!
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