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Average clean water & Sanitation

- ACCESS remains uneven across

the pacific

Climate change is placing increasing pressure on
clean water and sanitation systems across the
South Pacific. Rising sea levels, changing rainfall
patterns, droughts, and extreme weather events
are affecting the availability and quality of
freshwater resources. As many Pacific Island
nations rely on limited freshwater supplies, these
environmental changes make access to safe
drinking water and adequate sanitation more
challenging for communities (United Nations,
2026).

Pacific Island countries have fragile water resources due
to their small land areas, limited freshwater storage,

competing land-use demands, and vulnerability to
natural disasters. Ensuring access to clean water and

sanitation is essential for sustainable development, as it
supports public health, improves quality of life, protects

ecosystems, and contributes to economic growth.
Understanding current levels of access across the Pacific
helps highlight progress and identify areas where further

improvements are needed (Pacific Community, 2026).
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