CONNECTIVITY AND
LIVING STANDARDS

Higher mobile coverage and
internet access support digital
services. But infrastructure alone
isn't enough. Usage, affordability,
and public engagement also
shapes how connectivity
translates into tangible benefits for
individuals and communities.

In the Pacific Islands, where
geographical isolation presents
unique challenges, understanding
how connectivity influences quality
of life requires a broader look at
both technological access and the
social and economic conditions

ey GONNECTIVITY
VS DIGITIAL
ENGAGEMENT

By comparing countries in the pacific
islands, it shows how 4G coverage,
broadband subscriptions, and internet use
vary with real consequences for service
access
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DIGITAL SERVIGE IMPACT

E-Government performance varies. Fiji
ranks high, but countries like Solomon
Islands lag due to poor internet access.
Even full coverage (e.g. Niue) doesn't
ensure public usage or trust.
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DIGITAL DIVIDE PERSISTS
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Enhanced connectivity can strengthen
government services, but its impact
depends on digital literacy, infrastructure
quality, and public trust to ensure
meaningful e-government adoption.

that shape its use.

DIGITAL READINESS IS UNEVEN
ACROSS THE PAGIFIC

Technology indicators, from
broadband subscriptions to internet
use shows wide disparities. Some
nations have strong coverage; others
remain offline or under-engaged.
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DIGITAL SERVICES?
GDP per capita correlates
with broadband and
internet use. But
mobile coverage
and government
service scores show

little connection and
sometimes inverse trends.

Many own devices and yet basic digital
tasks remain uncommon. Sharing files,
accessing services, and using email
require training, trust, and affordability.
Unpaved roads and transport issues
also limit service reach.
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While mobile phones are essential
tools, they are not enough on their own
to close the digital gap without broader
support in education, infrastructure,
and accessibility.

NIVE HAS FULL 4G BUT WEAK
ENGAGEMENT

BUT NOT EQUALLY

Connectivity
contributes to better
quality of life in the
pacific islands, linking
to gains in education,
services and economic
participation.
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SOLOMON ISLANDS AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
SCORE LOWEST OVERALL

GDP AND TEBHHOLOGY INDICATORS
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5 The data reveals clear disparities i.e.,
0“Ennll 'I'nE“n high coverage doesn't always
translate to high usage. Gaps in
Usage rising affordability, infrastructure, and

digital skills limit impact. Improving
lives requires more than access
where it needs policies that make
digital services usable and inclusive.

board, but uneven
growth reveals deeper |
digital divides.
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