
This is a story of climate change in the Pacific Islands, 
and a call to act before it’s too late.



Māui is a hero of the Pacific. 

He tamed the sun.

He pulled the islands from the sea.



But this danger is different.

The reefs are dying. 

The seas are rising. 

The storms are growing stronger.



And this time, it’s us.



Māui can’t undo what humans have set in motion.

But he left his magic hook in the sand, 

for the islanders to lift the islands,

and for the world to help calm the planet.




The Pacific 
Islands


Scattered across the Pacific Ocean, the Pacific 
Islands span thousands of kilometres. Small in 
land, vast in ocean, culture, and resilience.

What We’ve Set in Motion


Globally, fossil fuel use pumps greenhouse gases into the sky. These gases trap heat. That heat crashes into the Pacific Islands, fading reefs, fleeing fish, 
fiercer storms, and sinking shores.


They didn’t light the fire


Pacific Islanders produce just 0.05% of the world’s greenhouse 
gases, yet they face some of the harshest consequences of 
climate change.
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 1 The Pacific Heats Up



The Reef That Used to Sing


Between 2000 and 2020, marine heatwaves turned once-lively coral reefs ghost-white. 

Bora Bora alone suffered nearly half of all bleaching events in this region.


Where Have all the Fish Gone?


By 2100, many Pacific nations face emptier fishing nets and may lose 20% to 50% of their reef fish.
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Coral size = Reef cover (% of area) 
Smallest: 3%, Largest: 73%

Marine Loss Severity (Fish Biomass / Coral Reefs)

-20% -70%

 2 The Reef Goes Quiet



Flood Lines 

Turn Front Lines


Capital cities like Majuro, Tarawa, and Funafuti also


face extreme coastal inundation. 

Entire communities may be forced inland.
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 3 The Water Creeps Closer

20241995 2100


Already Risen: 


9cm

(in 2024)

Observed and Projected Global Sea Level Rise 

(1995–2100, baseline 1995, RCP 8.5 Scenario)

Projected Rise:


77 cm

(by 2100)

The Sea Remembers Every Inch


The ocean doesn’t stop at the reef. 


Sea Levels are also rising. 

And it keeps coming, sadly. 

Māui’s powers can’t hold back this sea.

So seawater eats away at the land.




 4 Sky Cracks Open
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Economic Loss from Disasters
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Rai Coin Size = Size of Loss

With more and more people affected, more wealth is destroyed too.


Every year, more people are caught in harm’s way.
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1 dot = 1 disaster event Floods, cyclones, mass movement, and drought disasters come without pattern, and they never stop.

Living Between Climate Disasters



2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2018 2019 2020 202120172011 2022

Timeline shared across all charts



66m

47m

37m

37m

7m

97m Environment

Protection

Disaster 

Preparedness

Others 

includes health, transport, 


transparency, and urban planning

Food

Energy

Water

Approved Climate Aid

(2020–2024, USD)

No Island Stands Alone


The Pacific isn’t standing still. 


Global aid is helping to build sea walls, 

protecting homes, and restoring nature.



But no wall can stop the heat. 

We must keep cooling the planet,

and pushing the world to act.
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Slipping off the Clean Energy Path


Even the Pacific’s strongest renewable users now rely less on clean energy.

It’s sadly a quiet backslide and they’re not alone.

Falling share of clean energy

 5 Working with the World
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Māui Leaves the Hook. 

The Islanders do the lifting. 



This won’t be fixed overnight. 
But the magic hook is still here, 

and if the world lifts with them,

we can pull the planet back from the heat.



This is the heart of the Blue Pacific 2050 Vision

Pacific Island nations leading with strength,

and the world standing with them.
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